The Nature of Method	209
casual, concealed. They enter into action in ways which are
unacknowledged. Not subject to rectification by considera-
tion of consequences, they are demoralizing.
School conditions favorable to this division of mind between
avowed, public, and socially responsible undertakings, and
private, ill-regulated, and suppressed indulgences of thought
are not hard to find. What is sometimes called " stern dis-
cipline," i.e., external coercive pressure, has this tendency.
Motivation through rewards extraneous to the thing to be
done has a like effect Everything that makes schooling
merely preparatory (See ante, p. 64) works in this direction.
Ends being beyond the pupil's present grasp, other agencies
have to be found to procure immediate attention to assigned
tasks. Some responses are secured, but desires and affections
not enlisted must find other outlets. Not less serious is exag-
gerated emphasis upon drill exercises designed to produce
skill in action, independent of any engagement of thought
— exercises having no purpose but the production of auto-
matic skill. Nature abhors a mental vacuum. What do
teachers imagine is happening to thought and emotion when
the latter get no outlet in the things of immediate activity?
Were they merely kept in temporary abeyance, or even only
calloused, it would not be a matter of so much moment.
But they are not abolished; they are not suspended;
they are not suppressed — save with reference to the task in
question. They follow their own chaotic and undiscipUned
course. What is native, spontaneous, and vital in mental
reaction goes unused and untested, and the habits formed are
such that these qualities become less and less available for
public and avowed ends,
4. Responsibility. By responsibility as an element in intel-
lectual attitude is meant the disposition to consider in advance
the probable consequences of any projected step and delib-
erately to accept them: to accept them in the sense of
taking them into account, acknowledging them in action, not
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